Campfire blues: vocabulary.

Top 1000-2000 words
 aim alike attending attract birth border bush cameras camps cheaper club combination cup damage elephant empty essentials exactly feet government guarded gun guns hit hotel hotels improve jumped lungs model nose parks permanent pouring preserve quick roaring rubbish solution tall tents thieves tour tourist tourists trips upwards violence weak 

Top 3000 words.
alternative areas channel decline economist economy established fees financial global response revision series stressed 

Off list words
advertize advertized adverts Africa African Africans agility American Barack bellowing blues Botswana budget bullet campfire Chinese circus coastal crisis disaster elders Fairmont galloped iconic Indians keen Kenya Kenyan Kenyans lenses luxury Mara minibuses Mombasa mount Nairobi Namibia Ngoro number Obama planet pollute polo pony Qaeda resort rhino Roosevelt safari safaris salaam smarter spears Tanzania telephoto televised television Theodore toilets tourism uneconomic UNESCO unpopular visa wealthier 








Campfire blues: The decline in Kenya's safaris
The country’s iconic tourist business is in trouble

1) “AS I stepped to one side of the bush so as to get a clear shot, the rhino saw me and jumped to his feet with the agility of a polo pony. As he rose, I shot my gun and the bullet went through both lungs. At the same moment he turned, the blood pouring from his nose, and galloped full on,” wrote the American president, Theodore Roosevelt, on his safari to what is now Kenya, exactly a hundred years ago.

2) Roosevelt's travels helped make Kenya the capital of the safari business. Today elephant guns have changed into cameras with telephoto lenses, but many things remain the same; trips out into the country in early morning and evening, camping out in tall tents guarded by natives with spears, and drinks around the campfire, with the loud noises of animals in the black night beyond. The safari is advertised today as a combination of a circus and the Animal Planet television channel, and it has become a central part of the Kenyan economy.

3) However, the safari business has been struggling lately. African tourism as a whole is doing better than most, but Kenya's safari operators have been hit by a particular series of problems; al-Qaeda attacks on Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in 1998; again on the coastal resort of Mombasa in 2002; last year's election crisis, with its televised violence; and then the global financial crisis. Camps in the Mara game reserve have been mostly empty this year, which is bad news for travelling camps and a disaster for permanent ones. Even in bad times tour operators have to pay fixed fees, along with taxes and payments to officials and local elders. Because of Kenya’s rising costs, many tourists are travelling instead to Botswana, Namibia and South Africa.

4)  People who are keen to support and advertize Kenya's tourism think the government's response has been weak. All they’ve done is put out a few adverts and reduced the price of an entry visa. What is needed, these supporters say, is a complete change and revision of the safari business. At the moment, tour operators who aim towards rich tourists, charging upwards of $500 a night, are losing business to the cheaper safari hotels. These budget hotels have minibuses which get far too close to the animals, and their toilets and rubbish pollute wild areas. A recent UNESCO report on the Ngorongoro reserve across the border from the Mara in Tanzania says the minibuses are causing permanent damage.

5) Private game reserves may be an alternative to stressed national parks. Several of these have established a luxury model for visitors and animals alike. But the cost of keeping the animals in and the animal thieves out may make them uneconomic. Another possible solution would be to improve the unpopular safari hotels to attract wealthier Chinese, Indians and Africans. Fairmont, a hotel company, has spent $15m making its Mount Kenya Safari Club smarter. Kenyans hope that President Barack Obama will return to the land of his father's birth next year after attending the World Cup in South Africa. But it will take more than a quick safari by a US President (this time without the guns) to preserve this struggling business.
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Campfire blues: the decline in Kenya’s safaris


Part A: Give short answers to the following questions 


	
1
	
How has tourism to Kenya changed since Roosevelt’s day and how has it remained the same?

	
a) Difference

    - In the past:


    - Today:


b) Similarity:





	
2
	
Why has the number of tourists to Kenya’s safari parks fallen?
Give 3 reasons.



	
a)


b)


c)




	
3
	
What problems are attributed to Kenya’s budget safari hotels? Give 2 problems.

	
a)


b)




	
4
	
Look at the last paragraph. What are two suggestions for improving the industry? 

	
a)


b)






Part B: State if the following sentences are True or False. Then correct the false
             sentences

	

1. 	US President Roosevelt went hunting in Africa.

	

	

2. 	The hunting of animals by tourists has become an important part of Kenya’s economy. 

	

	

3. 	It is more expensive to be a tourist in South Africa than in Kenya.

	

	

4. 	Rich tourists in Kenya often pay more than $3,500 a week.

	

	

5.	Kenya is the birth place of US President Obama.
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1. Paragraph 1



	
2. Paragraph 2



	
3. Paragraph 3



	
4. Paragraph 4



	
5. Paragraph 5





